FBE Secretariat Commission. 
The Mediation Commission was created with the aim of providing information and further projects to Bar Associations members of the Federation, regarding to an alternative method to the justice called, mediation.
The mediation constitutes an essential element to guarantee access to justice, considered as the right of the citizenship to obtain a fair and formal decision solving the conflict. For that reason it would impossible to apply without the legal certainty. 
Lawyers have different points of view regarding this instrument for solving conflicts: if it is regulated with legal certainty it will be perfectly useful, if not, lawyers will never use it.
Directive 2008/52/EC, of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on certain aspects of mediation in civil and commercial matters, establishes the minimum rules to be included in the Domestic Law of Member States regarding mediation and the obligation to it transpose during 2011. Some countries, as the case of Spain, are not going to accomplish this requirement. 
The Directive referred, foreseen the mediation for International Cross-border proceedings and give the general elements that Member States have to include in their Mediation Domestic Legislation. 
The general elements are:
1.- Mediation Services, according to quality criteria from Member States.

2.- Mediation agreements and effectives agreements. The Domestic Law must include the judicial homologation process of the referred agreement, the mediation before, during the trial, during the execution of the judicial decision...
3.- Mediation will take into account the Dispositive Law (for example, in France, the Mediation Domestic Law has excluded the Employment Law for collective bargaining) and in general all issues regarding Private law and Business  law.
4.- It also regulates necessary elements in all mediation process:

· Legal Privilege and confidentiality

· Preserving rights: extinction and prescription of claiming actions if a mediation process is initiated.

· Quality of services

· Regulation of status of the Mediator

· Regulation of the status of lawyer

All Member States of the European Union are regulation the Mediation Process.
For that reason, this is an important moment for Bar Associations to be considered as the best institutions to offer to the society mediation services thorough lawyers members of the Bars, providing a complete guaranty of legal certainty.
For example, in France, lawyers are the only recognized as mediators (except the co-mediation with other professionals). Rumania and Bulgaria, countries with a few judicial tradition solving conflicts of private law, are accepting and legislating directly the mediation as an alternative way to justice. United Kingdom, which has also been very engaged to mediation process, provides services of mediation in the London Court of International Arbitration and in courts of provinces.
Please, take  into consideration that Barcelona Bar Association have inaugurated its Mediation Centre (created in 2001) looking for a way to concern the society of the concept of Mediation. I feel important to mention that this Institution is creating a group of lawyer-mediators, providing information to citizens in this sense and carrying out different projects I would like to share with other bars in order bars for assisting them in the creation of a Mediation Centre.
Finally, it is important to take into account that in 2013, European Commission must present a report regarding mediation and it would be convenient that the Federation could gather information about mediation and lawyers from each Member State to deliver it to the European Commission. Our aim is that lawyers become essential in this area. 

Moreover, European Commission is seeking to strengthen the European area of Justice, it would be the time to submit projects to Europe on Mediation that could lead the FBE,
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