GREECE
I.
Applicable rule on conflict of interests in Greece
Under the Code of Conduct of the Greek Bars, a lawyer may not act on behalf of two or more clients in the same matter if there is a conflict of interests.  Article 37 Code of Conduct provides, inter alia:-
“(g) It is prohibited for a lawyer who has withdrawn from the defence of a case to defend the opponent of his initial client.  He may, however, undertake the defence of another case entrusted to him by the opponent of his former client, if the case is not related or connected with the previous case (of his former client).

(h) It is prohibited for a lawyer to enter into an agreement with third parties which harms the interests, of his client or to carry out acts which benefit the opponent and harm his clients, or to give harmful advice to his client, or to render his assistance (services) during the case to both litigants, directly or indirectly”.  
Furthermore, under the Penal Code a lawyer who breaches the conflict of interests rule commits a criminal offence.

Article 233 Penal Code provides that “A lawyer or other counsel who intentionally harms a person whose interests he had undertaken to defend, or who in the same case assists with advice or by rendering services to both litigants, either simultaneously or successively, shall be punished by a sentence of imprisonment of up to three years.  If however he acted after consulting the persons who have conflicting interests or in seeking profit he shall be punished with a sentence of imprisonment of at least three months”.
2. How is this rule applied?

This rule is strictly applied since the lawyer who breaches the conflict of interests rule is subject to disciplinary and/or penal sanctions.

3.
Exceptions to the rule
 There are no legal exceptions, although in practice in cases of “divorce by consent” or of simple contracts of lease or sale the parties may instruct the same lawyer or firm to act for both of them because in such cases there is no conflict of interests.
”.

PAGE  
1

